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MESSAGE FROM FR PROVINCIAL 

Dear Rev. Fathers & Brothers, 

Every year when we celebrate Easter, the risen Christ reminds us one thing. It is undoubtedly 

the message of hope. Our holy father has re-iterated this in his Easter message. The world is 

going through an unprecedented hard time. Humanity is in the clutches of a deadly pandemic 

that has spread around the globe like a wildfire. Atheists are leaving no stone unturned to 

make use of this opportunity to prove that god is a myth and faith is futile.  

Recently there was a viral message coming on social media. It is an incident from the life of 

communist veteran of Kerala Mr. V S Achuthanandan, the former Chief Minister. In the early 

90s another pandemic, small pox, had gripped the interiors of Kerala. One day when boy 

Achuthanandan came from school, his mother, infected with the disease, was shifted to a 

small shed made of coconut leaves. He was not able to see her. The child prayed to god to 

save his mother. What the boy perceived was that the god turned a deaf year to his prayer 

and the dead body of his mother was burnt inside the shed. A few days later his father 

encountered the same fate and the child again prayed to god. But the result was not different 

and boy V S decided that he would not believe god. 

We know the later part; the boy who lost both his parents became the strongest in willpower, 

led many mass movements, protested injustice and became the Chief Minister of Kerala. For 

those who believe in god, doesn‟t it convey another message?  

Our challenge is to retain this Hope in the midst of the worst adversities. That is our faith in 

God. Nothing was smooth from the history of the creation of Man. Adam and Eve was not 

able to withstand the test. It was again the will of god that the sons of Abraham became 

slaves in Egypt and that they had to wander in the wilderness for forty years. Think of the 

miseries and hostilities they had to encounter throughout the period of exodus. But their 

stable hope in the Lord of Hosts gave them courage to overcome all odds, fight battles and 

ultimately occupied the Promised Land.  

It is this hope and confidence that made the frail and fragile David to challenge the mighty 

Goliath and the army of philistines. It is this hope and confidence among the disciples that 

they withstood the collective opposition of an established decree of Jewish hierarchy and the 

mighty Roman Empire to preach the gospel of Jesus.  

This is the time we have to retain our faith and give hope to mankind. It is a challenge given 

by god. God‟s plans are unknown to mankind and our part is to remain with the risen Christ 

and retain the hope that He has given to us through his victory over death. Let‟s come out of 

the darkness that prevails at present and let the risen Christ give us strength to withstand this 

difficult time.  

Happy Easter    

 

Fr Lona Kallely CST 

Provincial Superior 
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NEWS FROM THE PROVINCIAL HOUSE 

Ordination 

This year the Little Flower Province is blessed with a new priest Fr. Binu Kottamurickal. He 

was ordained in his home parish St. Mariy‟s Mount Church, Mannar on 4 January 2020 by 

His Excellency Most Rev Thomas Thuruthimattam CST. Fr. Provincial and many Fathers of 

our Province and Congregation participated in the sacred ceremony. All the best dear Fr. 

Binu in your priestly Ministry. 

New priest day 

Rev. Fr. Binu Kottamurickal who was ordained on 4 January 2020 celebrated his first holy 

mass in the Provincial House at Chargawan, at 05.30 pm on 15 February 2020. Many of the 

Fathers, Brothers and sisters working in the diocese and our missions in India and Nepal 

participated in the celebration. Fr. Binu is appointed in the Novitiate House, Abohar as the 

Assistant Novice Master.  

Recollection & Tour 

It was a very refreshing and awesome days for our regents Brothers Tinto, Bibin, Shins, and 

Joseph to be in our Ashram in Narayangarh, Nepal, during their Recollection at the same 

place. Very Rev. Fr Silas Bogati, the Chancellor of Apostolic Vicariate of Nepal led the 

thought provoking Recollection and fruitful confession on 21 February 2020. After the 

recollection, they had a picnic to Kathmandu, the Capital City of Nepal, visiting tourist spots 

and famous world heritage centers. 

Remembering Rev. Fr Theophane Kilianthara CST……… 

We commemorated the 4
th

 death anniversary of Fr. Theophane Kilianthra CST, the first priest 

of the Little Flower Congregation on 21 March 2020 at Little Flower provincial house 

Gorakhpur. Since the Lockdown had already started we had mass in all the Ashrams and Fr. 

Provincial celebrated Mass with Bishop Thomas and said the office of the dead at his tomb. 

Send off to Regent 

Since the Regents were supposed to travel to Kerala on 24
th

 March we had arranged a sendoff 

program to our Regent Bro. Tinto Thannivelil in our provincial house as well as in the School 

on 21 March 2020. Thank you dear Brother for your selfless service you have rendered for 

the provincial house community and the School. 

Major Seminarians from Aluva 

We are happy to welcome our dear brothers from Little Flower Major Seminary Aluva, who 

are pursuing their 1
st
 and 2

nd
 years of philosophical studies. They are here for their mission 

experience where they are going to work in future. We hope that they would make use of 

their time well, and learn the culture and the activities of the missions. Let these days be 

inspiring for them.  
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Impact of Covid-19 

The unexpected spread of the Pandemic Covid 19 and the Lockdown situation has changed 

the life situation in the Provincial House too. There are 5 Fathers, 5 Brothers, 6 teachers and 5 

workers inside the campus. We are exploring our time in Prayer, cooking, household works, 

games and personal reading and reflection. Since the whole world is experiencing the same 

we wish all the members of our province good health. Let us remember each other in our 

prayers.  

Reminder 

This is a kind reminder from the Editorial team to send News from the Ashrams and 

institutions regularly on time. Please try to spend little time to share about the activities of 

your mission, your ideas and information so that we will be in touch with each other and will 

strengthen our family spirit.  
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LIGHT OF THE WORLD 

BRO PRAVEEN KALLIKATTU CST 

   

Jesus says that I am the way, the truth and the life. We can experience it in this holy week. By 

his death on the cross, he becomes giver of life to the whole people. By his resurrection, he 

becomes gate way for us to heaven. By his life on this earth, he becomes truth of the father.  If 

there is no resurrection from for Jesus, then there would not be any meaning for our life. It 

gives hope and meaning to our life. This hope and meaning helps mankind to overcome all 

the problems which he faces in his day to day life. The enemies of Jesus were able to cover 

the body of Jesus only 48 hours because, after 48 hours he was resurrected from the death of 

the world and of enmity of authorities. The resurrection is an invitation to see the 

transformation, how evil beings are changed into good, how immature is becoming mature 

and the transformation in the life of disciples too. The resurrection means that Jesus has been 

exempted from the world of space and time in which he had lived before, not to leave us 

alone, but to be closer to us than ever before, as he promised. “Behold, I am with you always 

even to the end of the ages.” (Mt: 28:20). The resurrected Christ continually radiates like the 

sun in the day and moon in the night. In this world of pain, sorrows and tears, Easter reminds 

us that life is worth living. It is our belief in the real presence of Risen Jesus in our souls and 

in the nature. The living presence of the Risen Lord gives us lasting peace and celestial joy in 

the face of worry, pain and suffering of the world which we experience in every moments of 

our life on this earth. Resurrection of Jesus Christ was the beginning of both the resurrection 

of his faithful church and the resurrection of mankind from the dead. 

Knowing God does not come through a program or a method. It is a relationship with a 

person. It is an intimate love relationship with God. Through this relationship God reveals 

His will and invites us to join Him where He is already at work. When we obey God, He 

accomplishes through us something only He can do. There is a story of a man and a farmer. 

The story goes like this, the farmer told to man “Henry, come out and visit with me at my 

farm.” He then gave him directions that he wrote down. One day, with the directions in hand, 

he set out for the farm. After many wrong turns, he finally got there. The next time he went to 

the farmer‟s house, the farmer was with him. What did he have to do to get there? He simply 

had to listen to him and obey him. Every time he said, “Turn”, he did just what he said. The 

farmer was his “map” because he knew the way. When we walk with God we do not walk in 

the wrong path. We should experience this Easter in our everyday life so that only we can 

wipe the tears of others, see the face of Jesus in the face of others, and show mercy and love 

to others in their helplessness. 
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GURUKUL TIDINGS 

FR BIBIN PUTHIYEDATH CST 

How are you? 

Fr. Lona Kallely, the Provincial Superior of Little Flower Province, made the canonical visit 

in Jyoti Gurukul Seminary from 16
th

 to 18
th

 of February 2020. He showed his readiness to be 

with us for three days, albeit hectic with many other pressing concerns. His benevolent 

expression of love and gesture of concern always leaves rejuvenated. He made it a point to 

meet everyone personally and urged us to be a community bonded in love and fraternity. We 

thank you dear father for your willingness to spend your valuable time with us. 

Exam mania 

The minor seminarians who are pursuing their intermediate studies underwent the first litmus 

test of the academic year 2019-20 as they had their annual ICSE board exams in February and 

March. As per the new system initiated by the Board this year, the plus one students also had 

to appear for the board exams. So, Students were found seriously engaged in studies and 

preparations for the exams so as to make sure that they get through this maniac time. We 

wish and pray that they mettle out their abilities and come out in flying colours.  

Life time experience of Nepal 2020 

Visiting some anew dreamy destinations in the past month has become a lifetime experience 

for us. We, the members of Jyoti Gurukul family had an enthralling experience of touring to 

some of the wonderful destinations in Nepal from 5
th

 to 7
th 

March. Journeying beholding the 

snow-clad mountains and experiencing the marvel of God‟s handiwork in the virginity of 

nature still evoke in us the feeling that nature is the mother of us all. We turn out our hearts in 

thanking Fr.Provincial and team, Fr. Binoy, Fr. Roby and all others who were instrumental in 

arranging our annual picnic.  
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MASTER BLASTER 

 

 

BRO JICKSON KONUKKUNNEL CST 
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News from the Nest of joy 

BRO LIBIN MANNAMPARAMBIL CST 

Adieu 

“Goodbyes are not forever, goodbyes are not the end. It simply means we miss you until we 

meet again.” It is, always, a feeling of dolefulness when someone from a family goes away to 

another place for a long stay. Our Little Flower family, too, was sorrowful when we bade 

adieu to Fr. Syril Mangarayil CST who had been a member in our community for the last two 

years. We gave him a farewell on 12 March 2020 in the presence of Rev. Fathers and sisters 

from neighbouring mission stations, children from Prateeksha and few non-teaching staff. He 

was also given farewell at the Polytechnic on 11 March in the presence of Fr. Sabu 

Kandamkettiyil CST, the Manager, Fr. Shijo the new Associate Manager, the staff and 

students. On the same day we welcomed Fr. Shijo Kochupurackal CST as the new member of 

the Ashram. Fr. Syril has been transferred to Little Flower School, Birgunj, Nepal as the 

principal. Dear Father, we thank you for all that you had been to us and we wish you all the 

best for you future ministry there in Nepal.  

Hearty welcome 

Absence creates a vacuum, whereas presence creates fullness. Little Flower Ashram 

Junglesikri is blessed with the presence of Fr. Shijo Kochupurackal CST as the new member 

of the community. He reached here on 10
th

 march 2020. The official handing over of the duty 

took place on 13
th

 March in the presence of V. Rev. Fr. Lona Kallely CST, the provincial 

superior, Fr. John Olickal CST, the superior and Fr. Sabu Kandamkettiyil CST, the director. 

He will be succeeding Fr. Syril. Dear Fr. Shijo, we accord you a warm welcome and wish 

you all the success in your new ministries.  

Star Sports 

The annual sports meet at Little Flower Polytechnic Junglesikri was conducted on 24 and 29 

of February 2020 respectively. Sports meet is a wonderful time for students to set aside all 

the study materials for a short time and to relax themselves through engagement in various 

competitions. All programmes and competitions were held well with the active participation 

and support from the part of students and staff members.  

Corona time utilization 

The world is locked down by Covid-19. It is always good to stay at home in this situation. At 

the same time, utilization of time is a matter of thought. We, the Little Flower Community 

made use of the time in the productive labors – like planting tapioca, reaping and threshing 

the wheat, cleaning the surroundings etc… fruitful utilization of the time was well focused. 
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BASIL BHAVAN NEWS 

BRO SHINS MUNDACKAL CST 

The Human Rights Day 

International Human Rights Day is celebrated on 10th December across the globe by the 

people to achieve real rights for human beings. In association with this important event, 

seminars and awareness program were organized by DISA in block level at Basti Sadar, 

Sahajanwa, Ikauana, Harraiya, and Mithaval. The people attended especially the women, 

youngsters, and children were made aware of their rights in the family, in the society and 

government administration. 

♪♫ .. Because of Christmas Day... ♫♪ 

Christmas is a time to share the joy and love of the King. To cherish the sweet remembrance 

of Christmas we also prepared well, by decorating church, making cribs, hanging stars etc. 

On 23rd of December we had our Carol singing by visiting each houses comes under the 

parish. We also had the Christmas Vigil Mass on 24th night praying for each other by sharing 

the joy of the day.  In the same way we also celebrated the New Year 2020, having the vigil 

mass, gathering and merry making.  

The Republic Day Celebration  

Republic Day celebrates the anniversary of the Constitution of India and the transition of 

India from a British Dominion to a republic on 26th January, 1950. It is celebrated with a 

great pride and enthusiasm throughout India. We also have celebrated this 71st Republic day 

in Basil Bhavan with Dominican sisters and DISA representatives, in all the villages operated 

by DISA and in our both schools at Nipaniya and Basti with due respect and enthusiasm.  

The Basilian Delights: Season 1 

St. Basil Nipaniya School was happy to celebrate the first parent‟s meet „Basilian Delights 

Season I‟ on 10th of February. We were glad to have the honorable Basti District Magistrate 

Mr. Ashuthosh Niranjan IAS as our chief guest and the guests of honor Rev. Fr Lona CST the 

President of Little Flower Mission Society, Fr. Jojo CST the secretary of Little Flower 

Mission Society, Fr. Joby CST the Provincial econome and Rev. Fr. Binoy Mathew CST the 

Manager with other fathers, brothers, sisters, parents and loving students. Children put up 

many mesmerizing dances and dramas and it was well appreciated by the Parents.   

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/basil.nipaniya?__tn__=%2CdK-R-R&eid=ARDVc-bK_KtFJoZATax5qC2OJ5lW9KyRXL84hJfiCbSsWX8rlGbOWV24WNqlu2jhGLNRV0pK79suE4Li&fref=mentions
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The New Priest Day Celebration 

We were very happy to welcome Rev. Fr. Binu Kottamurikkal CST, to our Basti community 

for the New Priest Day celebration on 16th of February 2020. He offered the Sunday Holy 

Mass in the church and prayed for all. Thank you dear father and wish all the best for your 

future ministry.  

International Women's Day Celebrations 

International Women's Day is observed across the world on March 8. It is a global day that 

celebrates social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women. Under the 

guidance of DISA, we also had the women‟s day celebration in our four major blocks, 

Sahajanwa, Mithaval, Harraiya, and Ikauana-Shravasti and made women aware about their 

rights and power. They also performed various programs for all of us. Due to the COVID -19 

related issues, we had to cancel the program planned in Basti Sadar block.  

Feast of St. Joseph and adieu to Bro Shins  

We the Basil Bhavan Members celebrated the feast of St. Joseph on 19
th

 March with Holy 

Mass. We had a small Feast day and sent off celebration of Bro. Shins who completed his 

regency at Basil Bhavan and St. Basil‟s School, Nipaniya. Fr. Benny Paul thanked Bro. Shins 

for his wholehearted and committed works that he has rendered in Basil community. He also 

shared the community and shared his regency experience. We wish him all the best in his 

future studies.   

Happy Birthday to you…. 

The day 21st of March was something special to us. Our dear Fr. Johny Puthupallil CST was 

celebrating his birthday. We prayed for him in the Holy Mass and wished him in the morning 

and evening we had a special supper.  We wish that may God bless and grand many more 

Happy Birthdays to him.  
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From the lap of the Himalayas... 

BRO JOSEPH CHAVARANAL CST 

The Day of the Consecrated Life.. 

On the 08
th

 February, CRN National meeting was organized by Most Rev. Paul Simick, 

Bishop of Nepal Vicariate, and the venue he chose was Little Flower Ashram Narayangarh. 

Many Religious and Vicariate Fathers and Sisters of different Congregations took part in the 

meeting and we celebrated it as Day of the Consecrated Life in Nepal. Rev. Fr. Lona Kallely 

CST guided and inspired the participants with his thought provoking message for the day. 

The meeting came to an end with the Concelebrated Holy Mass which Bp. Paul Simick 

presided over. It was a very effective day to experience the solidarity and relatedness of the 

Priests and Religious of the Vicariate with its Shepherd.   

 

Laying the Foundation Stone of Little Flower School, Shehri 

The ceremony of laying the Foundation Stone for the proposed Little Flower School at 

Shehri, Madhyabindu Municipality, Nawalpur District, was done on 27 January 2020.   Fr. 

Lona Kallely CST, the Provincial Superior, blessed the Foundation Stone, and it was laid by 

the Mayor of Madhyabindu Municipality in the presence of many Fathers, Sisters, 

neighbours, local people and leaders. The Mayor wished all success for the new endeavour 

and promised all assistance from the part of the government. The Ward Chairperson spoke on 

the occasion and thanked the Nepal Little Flower Society for establishing the school there 

which is going to be a boon for the local people, indigenous Tharu Community being 

dominant in the area. Fr. Provincial in his speech thanked Kindermissionswerk for its 

financial support to construct the school building, Bishop Paul for his sincere support and 

blessing, and the local people for their cooperation and earnestness. The “Mothers‟ 

Association” of the place prepared food for all participants and showed their solidarity. We 

thank Fr. Sebastian Thundathil for organizing the event perfectly well in a homely 

atmosphere. The construction work has been stopped owing to the National Lock Down. 

  

Visit of Fr. Anthony Chantry from Holy Childhood 

Fr. Anthony Chantry, the Country Director of Holy Childhood, Missio, UK, visited 

Navodaya Khairahani on the 9
th

 and 10
th

 of March and stayed here one night. Navodaya 

children welcomed him with a short cultural program. He interacted with the students and 

was very much impressed to see our work for the disadvantaged Chepang Community of 

Nepal.  Fr Michael took him also to Divy Jyoti School of Cluny Sisters in Hetauda. He 

visited Cissopani village where Chepangs are in majority.  The Cluny Sisters go there for 
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Mobile Health Clinic and they support a Community Primary School. Fr. Anthony 

appreciated the work done in both the Missions. 

 

Welcome to Nepal 

We welcome Miss. Mailis Nivet, a nurse cum volunteer from France who willingly came to 

our school on 21 January 2020 to help us in the various activities of the school, for a period 

of five months. We wish her a happy sojourn at our school in Narayangarh and a life full of 

enriching and new experiences. Welcome Mrs. Mailis Nivet to Little Flower School. 

 

Adieu to Fr Jinto and Welcome Fr Syril 

16
th

 March we had the mixed feeling of happiness and sadness; because on that day a cordial 

welcome was accorded to Fr. Cyril Mangarayil who was taking charge as the Superior of 

Little Flower Ashram, Parwanipur, Principal of the School and Parish Priest of theChurch, 

Parwanipur, and it gave us great joy; on the same day farewell was given to Fr Jinto 

Madathikunnel who has been transferred to Little Flower Minor Seminary, Walterganj. Fr 

Sabu Kandamkettiyil CST, Vicar Provincial, Fr Joby Mamalassery, Provincial Treasurer, 

Fathers and Sisters from nearby Ashrams and convents were present for these two events. 

Dear Fr Jinto, Nepal Mission as well as Little Flower family at Parwanipur is greatly indebted 

to you for your committed services. We wish all the success and abundant blessings from 

God in your new assignment. Thank you, dear Father, all that you were for us. Hearty 

welcome, dear Fr. Cyril Mangarayil, to Nepal Mission.  

 

Visit of Brothers from Walterganj 

We were happy to welcome our little missionaries from Jyoti Gurukul Seminary Waltarganj, 

who visited the various places and Missions in Nepal. They set their feet on 5
th

 March 2020 

in Nepal and reached Little Flower School Narayangarh, in the evening. They visited 

Navodaya School Khairahani, Elephant Breeding Centre in Sauraha, Ostrich Farm in 

Bhutwal, Phewa Lake in Pokhara and enjoyed cable car and visited Manakamana Temple. 

We thank Rev.Fr Dennis Kochuveetil CST, Fr. Shinto Varakil and Fr. Bibin Puthenpurackal 

for bringing the Brothers to experience the pulse of Nepal. Their visit was a cause of special 

joy for all of us.  
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A Short Sojourn of Bro Bibin in Navodaya 

On 8
th

 March 2020, Bro Bibin Kalarickal, who was doing his regency in Walterganj 

Seminary reached Navodaya Mission for the purpose of having more exposure to our 

different Missions. He took good interest to interact with the Chepang students and extended 

his helping hand wherever it was necessary. He visited a Chepang village which is in a very 

remote hill side to get firsthand experience of the living situations of the Chepangs. He spent 

the night in one of the Chepang houses and enjoyed their hospitality. He was given farewell 

from Navodaya on the 20
th

 March. Thank you, dear Bro Bibin, for the wonderful services you 

have rendered during the short stay with us. We wish you all the best for your theology 

studies. 

 

Farewell to Bro Joseph Chavaranal 

It was a very sad moment for the community at Little Flower Ashram Narayangarh, as Bro 

Joseph was going for his theology studies after completing successfully his period of 

Regency in this Ashram. He was fully involved in all the activities of the school and the 

Ashram and his presence and commitment was very much experienced by all. His skills in 

multiple areas were utilized for the smooth running and growth of the institution and Ashram. 

His absence is very strongly felt by the concerned people. Little Flower Narayangarh is very 

much indebted to him for all the services he had rendered here. We bid farewell to him on 

21
st
 March 2020. We wish Bro Joseph Chavaranal all the best for his theology studies and 

thank him for all he has been to the mission in Nepal. 

 

Covid -19 in Nepal 

Fortunately, the number of confirmed cases of corona virus in Nepal as on 27th March 2020 

is only 4. No one died of it so far. The government has taken strong measures to prevent its 

spreading. All the educational institutions, public places like places of worship, film halls, 

clubs business centers etc are closed and gatherings prohibited. All the exams of Grade X 

(SEE) are postponed indefinitely. National lock down has been announced on 23 March till 

7
th

 April. Although it is hard on the people, we sure it will bring its positive results as far as 

our health security is concerned. The people in Nepal are very well cooperating with the 

government with its instructions to stay at home. Our prayers for the world, especially for 

Nepal and India that God may spare us all from the doom of Covid-19, and to keep us all safe 

and sound.   

       

 



16 
 

POWER HOUSE SAMACHAR 

FR BINU KOTTAMURICKAL CST 

Into Deep Eucharistic Devotion 

Novices were given a chance to enhance their devotion to the Eucharist through a 

Eucharistic retreat. It was given by Fr. Johny MCBS. During sever winter we could 

experience the heat of our Sacred Liturgy. It was really a fortune for us to have one week of 

retreat. And we all created a deep rooted devotion to the Holy Eucharist. 

Canonical Visitations 

The Superiors of our Congregation made their canonical visit‟s here. Both 

Provincials‟ of Khristjyothi and Little Flower and also Fr. Baiju Kannampally the Vicar 

General visited our house. Fr. Lona Kallely made his visit on 13
th

 and 14
th

 of January. Fr. 

George Alukka visited on 17
th

 to19th of January and Fr. Baiju Kannampally made his visit on 

5
th

 and 6
th

 of February. They met us individually and inspired us with the valuable words and 

corrections. Thank you dear Fathers for your kind visit. 

Jai Bharath 

We Novices celebrated our Republic day on 26
th

 of January. After the Holy Mass we 

started or celebration. The Flag was hoisted by Fr. Master. Bro. Joel inspired the people with 

his valuable words. And Brothers sang patriotic song and made the day colourful. Our Parish 

community was also present for the ceremony 

At The Shore Of Tiberius 

Novices had one week of Tiberius experience during our retreat which was given by 

Fr. Basil Mookknamthottathil. We were taken to Hanumangrah in order to participate in the 

retreat. It was from 16th to 21
st
 of February. Through these days we travelled into their 

houses of the Holy Spirit and it helped us to be more firm in our vocation and to prepare us 

for our first religious commitment.  

You will be a Priest forever in the Order Of Melchizedek    

Every newly ordained Priest is an encouragement for those who are in formation as 

well as they are lamp that enlightens in them the hope of their own ordination day. This same 

had happened in our Novitiate house too on 25
th

 February and 5
th

 March respectively. On 25
th

 

February our New Priests Fr. Akhil and Fr. Deepak came over here and offered their first 

Mass with us, Fr. Deepak was the main celebrant. Fr. Akhil broke the Word of God. On the 
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same day Novices performed programs based on our constitution and directory which made 

the day more colorful. On March 5
th

 Fr. Melbin and Fr. Binu celebrated their 1
st
 mass with us. 

Fr. Melbin was the main celebrant. Fr. Binu broke the Word of God. On both celebrations 

whole novitiate family along with FCC Sisters were presented. 

Adieu And Welcome 

After completing ten and half months of sincere and graceful novitiate life Fr. Shijo 

Kochupurackal received promotion to his home province with new endeavors. And New 

Priest of the present year Fr. Binu Kottamurickal joined the novitiate community with new 

responsibilities as the Socius and procurator. The adieu and welcome ceremony took place on 

8
th

 March at 7o‟clock with the joyful and colorful programs of the novices.  

F. D of our New Socius 

March 19
th

 was day of Joy for our Novitiate. We were blessed to celebrate the Feast 

of our new socius. We had a Solemn Eucharistic celebration in which we prayed for Fr. Binu 

Kottamurickal and for novices who celebrated their Feast on the same day. During breakfast 

we wished them and celebrated the Feast.   

Prayer for Corona Virus 

Rev. Fathers, Brothers and Sisters we the Novices are ardently praying and keeping 

intercessions for the Corona Virus affected world. So let‟s pray together with a contrite heart 

so that the good Lord may shower His Blessings and will save our earth from this contagious 

disease.  
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MOTHER OF THE POOR 

 

 

BRO JICKSON KONUKKUNNEL CST 
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PUNE MIRROR 

BRO JERRIN NJARAKKATTU CST 

Who will be the Big 'B'?  

If you are afraid to fail, then you are probably going to fail 

                                                                                - Kobe Bryant 

JDV interclass basketball tournament was held from 10th to 15th of February 2020. Seven 

teams fought to show their might. The final match that took place in the PG court was 

absolutely scintillating. 2
nd

 Year B.Th. overcame the challenge posed by 3
rd

 Year B.Th. to be 

the 'Big B' for the second time in a row. The final score read 41-42. It was a proud moment 

for the CST‟s as Bro Brijeesh Urumbil emerged as the player of the tournament. 

To Serve and to be Broken  

The morning of 9
th

 February witnessed another feather in the cap of De Nobili College. 23 

Jesuit scholastics were conferred Deaconate by Bp. Thomas Dabre, the Bishop of Pune 

Diocese. Congratulations dear brothers and all the best for your ministries.  

'Fair'well Dear Friends 

With much love and appreciation the DNC family bade adieu to the Third Year Theologians 

and Third Year Philosophers on 25
th

 February 2020. Dear brothers, all of you were unique 

and did give us some unique messages through your lives. Thank you for your 

companionship and love. All the best for your regency and Deaconate ministry. 

Exam vs Corona terror 

Final exams of the academic year were held from 9-16 March 2020. Due to Covid19 outbreak 

in Maharashtra the one of the exams were postponed to the month of June and the students 

were asked to leave to their respective provinces and diocese as soon as possible. 

Feast of St Arnold Janssen and House Feast of DWS Community. 

＂Precious is the Life given for mission" is the theme that captured the spirit of St. Arnold 

Janssen, the founder of SVD whose feast we celebrated on 15th January 2020.He had a great 

passion for foreign missions to spread the Word of God to the people of different races. He 

was a man of prayer, vision and commitment. 
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The preparations for the Feast Day began well in advance with a Community recollection and 

a Triduum for recalling our humble beginnings and charism of the Society. Fraters took 

special interest to make the prayer service more creative and meaningful. Fr. Thomas 

Malipurathu, the Rector, presided over the feast day Holy Eucharist and inspired us with his 

message and reflection on St.Arnold's values. We had a meaningful Liturgy on this feast day. 

Fathers from Neighbouring communities and SSpS Sisters were also invited to take part in 

our celebration and thank the Lord for this illustrious saint. We were also happy to share our 

joy with the Fathers, Brothers, Sisters and non-teaching staff of JDV and the well-wishers for 

High Tea in our House. And it was a great experience to have so many guests in the House 

for this event. In the evening, our brothers conducted a prayer service highlighting the life 

and spiritual heritage of St. Arnold Janssen. Faculty members of JDV, rectors from different 

communities, benefactors and invited guests were present to pray for the Society and then to 

share our joy through a fellowship meal. It goes without saying that every member of the 

community played a part in the success of the event. May the Heart of Jesus live in the hearts 

of all people! 

Cultural Feast 

India is a land of rich cultural heritage with numerous festivals celebrated throughout the 

year. These cultural festivals not only break the monotony of life but also help us to celebrate 

life in its variety which has their distinct values, beauty and ritual richness. We, the members 

of the DWS community celebrated Onam, festival of Keralites, Pongal, the cultural and 

harvest feast of Tamil Nadu and Ugadi, the cultural feast of Andhra Pradesh and 

Telangana..These festivals teach us to rise above our sorrows and failures and become happy 

and successful in whatever we undertake. 

The celebrations began with the solemn Eucharistic celebration, in which we prayed for the 

God‟s blessings to live a life that is hale and hearty. These celebrations mark the unity in 

diversity, which is present in our Society and community. These celebrations teach us to 

appreciate other cultures, love, learn from them. There is no doubt that these festivals 

promote brotherhood, love and concern for each member in the community. 
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NEWS FROM THE LAND OF SANGAM (Allahabad) 

BRO ALBIN VARAKUKALAYIL CST 

Unity Octave and Ecumenical Youth Gathering 

One of the principal concerns of the Vatican II was the search for Christian Unity. Thus the 

Church gives priority for the Christian unity as the members of Christ‟s mystical body. We 

also actively participated in the Unity octave of this year which was from 18-25. The prayers 

for the Unity octave was conducted in different worship centres of the different churches. On 

the last day of the Unity octave we hosted the prayer. We conducted an ecumenical youth 

gathering on this day. It was an experience for us to understand the different viewpoints and 

ideologies of each church through effective interactions.   

Republic Day 

Together with the whole nation we, the members of Josem family celebrated the 71
st
 

Republic Day of our country on 26 January 2020. Fr Rector hoisted the national flag on this 

day and it was a day for us to cherish the great personalities of our country who moulded our 

country into a republic country and to remember the milestones our country has achieved all 

throughout these years.  

 Jubilarians’ Day 

On 12 February we the Josem Family celebrated the sacerdotal golden and silver jubilee of its 

former students who are the excellent missionaries in their respective fields of activity. It was 

an opportunity for each one of us to know about the different areas of our mission work and 

the great experiences of the priests who have completed their golden and silver jubilee of 

their priesthood and service to God and Church. 

Our New Priest 

Fr Binu Kottamurickal CST, our newly ordained priest visited his Alma Matter on 23 

February. He celebrated Syro-Malabar Malayalam Mass with the Malayalee community of 

Allahabad and spent time with the staff and brothers in the seminary.  

The Tension from outside and inside 

As the whole world especially our country is tensed with the outbreak of the deadly Corona 

virus we also have taken all the precautions possible to keep us safe in the seminary such as 

self-quarantining, avoiding visitors from outside and etc. Though we all are tensed with this 

situation our routine timetable of the Seminary was not affected as we had taken all the 

measures needed. We had our second semester exams from 31 March – 08 April. Though it 

was a little tension for us we all could do well in the exams.  
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DELHI BATTALIONS 

BRO JIBIN VALLANATTU CST 

Living group competitions 

             Becoming number one is easier than remaining number one.”  – Bill Bradley. 

Quite often we spell it out that, a true competition breeds champions. It‟s the vigil of the true 

sports man spirit. Therefore we the brothers in Pratisha had a wonderful platform to breed the 

champions among us. On 20th and 21st of February we had our Living Group competitions, 

such as chess, Caroms, playing cards and Cricket. The whole Pratisha family was grouped 

into two of 5 each members. We witnessed and tasted the true sports man spirit of the above 

mentioned competitions. 

 

Hindi Homiletics 

The right word may be effective, but no word was ever as effective as a rightly timed pause.” 

Mark Twain.  

We can speak well if our tongue can deliver the message of our heart. Sticking on it, we had 

our second session of Homiletics in Hindi on 5th March 2020. We were given the important 

topics like, Ash Wednesday, palm Sunday and more certainly it focused on the themes of 

holy week. Each one of us got 7 to 10 minutes each, to verbalize and articulate our thoughts 

and Reflections upon the given topics.  

 

Miss you Dear brothers…………… 

Goodbyes are only for those who love with their eyes. Because for those who love with heart 

and soul there is nothing such as separation. Of course it was saddest moments for our 

Pratisha family to give the farewell ceremony to our dear brothers who were so friendly, 

receptive and the treasures of love and care. We had a short but sweetest farewell ceremony 

on 18th of March 2020. We expressed our heartfelt gratitude as the attitude of beatitudes, for 

their loving presence, and good companionship. Also we staged some programs as a token of 

love towards them. Miss u dears……. 
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NEWS FROM SRAVASTI 

FR JUBISH AZHIYATH CST 

Winter Holidays 

Almost all districts of Uttar Pradesh have extended the winter holidays due to excessive cold 

weather and low temperature particularly in the early morning. To compensate the loss of 

working days we held normal classes with regular winter time table during the general 

election. 

Canonical Visitation 

Rev.Fr. Lona, the Provincial Superior of Little Flower Province, made the canonical 

visitation at our Ashram on 29
 
February and 1 March. He also met the teaching and non-

teaching staff of the school. Rev. Sr. Nancy, the Provincial Superior of St.Joseph Province, 

FSJ along with Provincial econome was present here to finalize the building plan of the 

convent. 

Annual Exams & Results 

Ralph Waldo Emmerson has rightly said, “Don‟t be pushed by your problems. Be led by your 

dreams.” It was indeed a day to rejoice as the hard work of teachers and the efforts of the 

students came to fruition in spite of all the odds. Though the result was published only a few 

students turned up to collect it as the corona virus lockdown was in full force. 

 Blessing of the Foundation Stone 

A famous expression in English goes like the following, “When the going gets tough, the 

tough gets going.” It means that when the situation becomes difficult, the strong will work 

harder to meet the challenge. 

 

The ceremony of lying of the Foundation Stone of the Little Flower Convent was held on 

March 18, 2020 at 4.30 pm, in the presence of Rev.Fr.Lona Kallely, Provincial Superior of 

Little Flower Province, Rev. Fr. George Salis, the Dean, Rev.Sr. Nancy, Provincial Superior 

of St. Joseph Province, Rev. CST Fathers, Fathers of Lucknow Diocese, Rev. Sisters of FSJ 

Congregation, the staff our school and neighbours. 

 

During the prayer service, Rev. Fr. Lona blessed the place and the foundation stone and Rev. 

Sr. Nancy laid the foundation stone.  Rev. Frs. Joby, Jojo and Contractor Ram Govind 

together fixed the stone and cemented it.  The guests and the staff were served refreshments. 

Then we had the solemn holy Eucharistic celebration at school chapel followed by the 

Birthday celebration of Rev. Fr. Jojo. 
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Who is Jesus for me? 
                              DN. BIJO VENGURAN CST 

Easter is the time to think of the Man who lived beyond the boundaries of life. Easter 

gives the message to live beyond human comprehension. It is the celebration of the one who 

believe in him, the son of man. The New Testament clearly states that Jesus' life on earth was 

doing good on earth and to the people who came to him.  He healed the crippled, the blind, 

the leaper etc.  But the question I have always had in my mind is that, who is Jesus? I have 

tried to give answers like He is the risen Lord, He is the son of man, and that He is the healer 

of sick.  Thereafter I thought to think of the other religions like Hindu and Muslim. I have 

seen an interesting thing that in Quran, the holy book of Muslims, they state that Jesus is one 

of the prophets. Similarly my house is situated in the village area of the high range were the 

Hindus and Christians live and grow together. I have found many of the Hindu houses keep 

the picture of Jesus along with that of their Devans and Devis. Truly they adore Jesus as one 

of the Devans. I find it similar to my understanding of Jesus as the prophet. He is not only the 

prophet but main prophet. He is Devan of course but he is not only Devan but the Devan of 

Devans. It is my answer to me in this Easter season that he is the Lord of Lords. He is the 

King of Kings. He is everything to everyone. Wish you all a blessed Easter season. 
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Gyana Barathi Gurukul (Varanasi) 

BRO ASISH PERUMANA CST 

Christmas and New Year Celebration 

 

We the GBG family welcomed the new year with all solemnity. On the New Year morning 

together with Philosophy students, we celebrated the New Year mass. On the 1st of January, 

we had our community celebration of Christmas. Fathers from nearby ashram joined us to 

share the joy of Christmas and New Year.   

Save Democracy 

 

The implementation of CAA, NPR, NRC is a burning issue for our country. Keeping the 

spirit of our contextual theology centre we were given the freedom to join the peaceful 

protest against CAA, NPR, NRC. On 20th January we went to participate in one of the 

peaceful protests in Varanasi. Eminent personalities like Kannan Gopinathan, Yogendra 

Yadav addressed the gathering.     

Visit to Jamia Salafia 

 

As part of our course on Islam, we made a visit to Jamia Salafia Islamic study centre in 

Varanasi together with our visiting professor Dr Victor Edwin SJ. We had two-hour 

interaction with inmates and professors there. It was a positive step towards a new phase of 

Islaam-Christian dialogue.  

Republic Day 

 

We celebrated  Republic Day with great pride and enthusiasm.  We remembered the great 

efforts of our leaders in bringing such a wonderful constitution for our country. We had flag 

hoisting and recitation of the preamble as part of our celebration. 

Paying Homage to Gandhi 

 

Keeping the socio-political importance of Gandhi and his martyrdom we remembered this 

great leader of our country on His death anniversary. We also participated in one of the Sarva 

Dharma Prarthana Sabha and paid tribute to Gandhi by garlanding his statue and keeping a 

few minutes of silence in Varanasi City. 

Visit to Allahabad Seminary 

 

We had a special privilege to visit the Allahabad Seminary on February 8th. The rector and 

staff members welcomed us with warm gestures. Two of the senior seminarians accompanied 

our travel in and around Allahabad. We had also a very memorable time with Fr. Mathew and 

Bros. Abin and Albin.  
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Prophetic Response to the Signs of Time 

 

On 22nd February we had a special interaction with Cedric Prakash SJ, a well-known human 

rights activist in India. In his interaction titled „prophetic response to the signs of the time‟, he 

pointed out that the church has a responsibility to actively respond to the present political 

situations in the country. He also shared some of his difficult experience as a human right 

activist.   

Under Lockdown 

 

As a precaution to the widespread of coronavirus seminary staff decided to close the 

academic year earlier. But unexpected national lockdown fully confined us to the compound. 

On 3rd of April with the submitting of all the paperwork, the seminary officially closed the 

academic year. 
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ALUVA TIDINGS 

BRO SANJU PUTHIYEDATH CST 

Rectors Day 

13
th 

of November was a stunning day for our community, as our dear Fr. Rector was 

celebrating his feast. Morning we had a high solemn Mass and Rev. Fr. Provincial from St. 

Joseph province was also present. There was a throw-ball competition among the batches and 

3
rd

 years won the match. In the evening we had a prayer session at Fr. Emmanuel 

Arackathottam auditorium which was followed by a cultural evening. Rev. Fr. Jojo 

Varakukalayil CST felicitated Fr. Rector and we concluded the Rector‟s day by the delicious 

dinner. 

Family 2k19 

27
th

 and 28
th

 of November have been most memorable days for 2
nd

 years as well as for the 

entire Little Flower family as we had the parents‟ day of the second year brothers. On 27
th

 by 

4:00 pm all parents reached here. And after having a cup of tea all of us gathered in the 

auditorium for an introduction session with the staff members. The staff members introduced 

themselves and by 6:30 we had the prayer session conducted by 3
rd

 year brothers. At 8:00pm 

we gathered in the basketball court for the dinner. And after the dinner we had a cultural 

evening including the programs of our parents. 28
th

 began with a solemn holy mass 

celebrated by Fr. Rector. Thereafter we had our breakfast and we gathered in the auditorium 

for one-hour orientation talk by Rev.Fr. Augustin Pamplany CST. He spoke about the role of 

parents in the formation of seminarians. We were lucky to get such an experienced speaker 

and we enjoyed his class together with our parents. Finally, there was an interaction session 

with our parents and in between we met Fr. Rector and the respective Fr. Animators with our 

parents. And with lunch family 2k19 came to an end.    

Canonical visit of Fr. General 

The official canonical visit of the year 2019-2020 began on 3
rd

 December, 2019, with that 

holy mass. We also celebrated the feast of Fr. General on the same day.  The official 

canonical visit lasted till 14
th

 of December. Fr. General met each and everyone in the 

seminary. Fr. General also met all the non-CST brothers on 12
th

 of December. On 14
th

 our 

canonical visit came to an end by the blessing of Very Rev. Fr. General. 
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Merry Christmas  

The Christmas celebrations in the seminary and in the institute were coloured by different 

programs and the distribution of cakes. In the seminary celebrations were held on 19
th

 

December evening. That evening was brightened by tableau competition, gift exchanging, 

street play, and Fr. Rector‟s Christmas message and a delicious Christmas meal. In the 

institute the program was held on 21
st
 of December morning. The centre of attraction of the 

day was carol singing competition. There was also cake cutting and Rev. Fr. Abraham 

Valliyamthadathil CST gave the Christmas message.  On 24
th

 December at 11:45 pm we had 

the Christmas high solemn mass. After the mass we cut the cake in the portico of the chapel.  

Vacation began…... 

The non-CST brothers departed to their respective places on 22
nd

 of December and the CST 

brothers departed on 25
th

 of December after the breakfast. We had a good time with our 

families and we came back to the seminary on 5
th

 of January.  

A Day with New Priests 

“A Priest is one who lives solely in the realm of the invisible, for whom all that is visible has 

only the truth of an allegory.” It was a matter of great proud and fulfillment for our 

community to have the presence of our nine CST Banjamin priests. Their presence was really 

an inspiration for all of us on account of the fact that they were here few years back one like 

us. On 7
th

 January, we come together around the Eucharistic Table and celebrated with one 

mind and spirit the paschal mysteries of our Savior. We specially prayed to the Lord to be 

forever the sole source of joy in their newly begun life. We congratulated them for firm 

commitment and obedient submission to the will of God the Father. In the evening we had a 

friendly basketball match between LFS Team and New priests, the former grabbing the 

victory. 

Philosopher’s Day 

LFS community had its philosopher‟s day celebration on 9
th

 January. The celebrations started 

with the Holy Mass followed by the talk on the relevance of the day. As the symbol of 

nurturing of our hearts in search of wisdom Rev. Fr. Jojo Varakukalyil CST, the president of 

LIPAR inaugurated the day by lifting up multi-coloured balloons into the skies. After this we 

had a talk by Dr. Thomas Panakalam, the HOD of Malayalam department, Bhart Matha 

Collage, Thrikakara. He spoke on “Religion, Politics, and Nationalism. In the afternoon the 

students had batch wise basketball match in which the second years came out as winners.   
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Superiors’ Meet 

Superiors‟ meet was held on 16
th

 January, 2020. The meeting started at 11 am. Fr. Rector and 

superiors of the non-CST seminarians were present at the meeting. Fr. Antony Kannampilly 

CST, the vicar general of Little Flower Congregation gave the message. Fr. Jojo 

Varakukalayil CST presented the dynamism of the seminary. After the lunch the superiors 

met their brothers residing in our seminary. 

Joining of Fr. Augustine Pamplany 

Fr. Augustine Pamplany was appointed as the director and co-ordinator of the research center 

of Little Flower Institute of Philosophy and Religion. He occupied his office on 29
th

 January, 

2020. The entire community was in a mood of joy and Fr. Rector welcomed Fr. Augustine 

Pamplany to LF Seminary community.   

Republic Day and the End of the Cultural Academy 

LFS major seminary celebrated the republic day with a solemn high mass.  After the holy 

mass the Rev. Fr. Rector hoisted the flag. One of the first year brothers delivered a speech 

based on the importance of Republic day in the context of the present situation of our mother 

land. 

Talent box is closed for this year. 

This year‟s cultural academy came to an end on 25
th

 of January. On 25
th

 morning we had a 

closing ceremony and programs were done by all the batches. First years had done a 

marvellous Punjabi bhangra, second years came with a melodious song, and third years had 

done a wonderful skit. After that Rev. Fr Manjush gave a small message to brothers and the 

prizes for the winners of the annual competitions were distributed. In the evening Pala 

Communications staged the drama „JEEVITHAM MUTAHAL JEEVITHAM VARE‟. Many 

Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, and our neighbours were here to watch the drama.  

Exam Mania 

It is written “bend of the road is not an end of the road.” Exams are not the end but an 

opportunity to look backward to assess the fruits of one‟s wisdom pursuits. We had a tough 

time of exams in the seminary from the very commencement of 2020. Second year 

philosophy students were busy with their University Examinations during January and 

February. Third year philosophers had their comprehensive examinations completed on 
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March 7th. Meanwhile, first and second years did their semester exams, thereby marking the 

end of the scholastic year.  

Feast Day 

January 20, being the feast day of St George, was a day of blessing and elation for the whole 

Church as well as for the Little Flower Family as our beloved Fr. Shabin Karakunnel, bearing 

the name of the saint celebrated his feast day. The celebration began with the Holy Eucharist 

thanking the Good Lord for the gift of Fr. Shabin and supplicating for his intensions. 

However, we had to put off the further celebrations on account of the absence of many 

fathers who were away to Trikakara for the retreat. Soon after their return, we celebrated it 

with due solemnity on 3
rd

 of February. We extended him cordial festal greetings with wishing 

songs and speech. Fr. Rector acknowledged with gratitude the valuable services he is 

rendering both to the seminary and to the Church in different capacities. The celebration saw 

the end as Fr. Shabin expressed his deep sentiments of gratitude to all the fathers and brothers 

for the filial love towards him. 

Fare You Well 

“Love knows not its depth until the hour of separation”. Under the pain of the loss of his 

beloved the poet was able to pen nothing but these words. We the LFS family was in fact 

reiterating these words as we bid adieu to our beloved third years who had been here in the 

lap of LFS for the last three years in pursuit of wisdom. As the line “every end has a 

beginning” rightly implies, their end here marks a greater beginning elsewhere as regents.  

On 8
th

 of March, as part of the farewell program the community gathered together in the 

chapel for prayer session when we earnestly prayed for their future to be bright and thanked 

the Lord for the showers of blessing upon them all throughout these three years. Subsequent 

to it, first and second year brothers staged few cultural programs which was in fact expressive 

of their love towards them and their pain within in bidding them adieu. Fr. Rector and their 

batch animators Frs. Manjush Srakath and Francis Chittinapilly spoke wishing them all the 

blessings in the future to come. Brothers also expressed their deep sentiments of gratitude to 

LFS for everything they inculcated from her. The serene evening found its rest with the 

solemn supper we relished together. All the best dear brothers…………. 

Fight……….    Fight……….  Fought! 

This year we had the chance of hosting a friendly basketball match with St. Joseph Pontifical 

Seminary Mangalapuzha. It was really a special match as both seminaries had not fought 
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between themselves for the last five years. The match provided us the feel of watching a 

thriller movie as both the teams fought vigorously. At the end LFS team won the match (89 - 

81). We could keep ourselves calm no more, the vigour and excitement broke out like 

anything as the campus soon entered into a festive mood. We had here the admirable 

presence of Reverent Fathers and brothers form Mangalapuzha. We received them with all 

hospitality for which the fathers made a special note of thanks. Once again congratulations to 

our Heroes……. 

Jubilee   

“It‟s a time to rejoice and give Glory to God” as our „Alma Mater‟ Little Flower Major 

Seminary reached another milestone of completing magnificent 60 years of her existence. 

Ever since her establishment in the year of 1960, through the vision and zeal of our Founder 

in collaboration with many other fathers and brothers, she has been at the service of Church 

and Humanity.  Years of formation in the seminary is a holy time invested in discerning and 

aligning minds and hearts to the Heart of God and to be the men of love for God and His 

people. So far, she has homed hundreds of candidates for priesthood and many are zealous 

missionaries in all corners of the world. 

On 12 of March 2020, the beginning day of the diamond jubilee, we inaugurated the jubilee 

year with the lighting of the jubilee candle by Bp. Mathew Vaniyakizhakkel VC, Bishop 

Emeritus diocese of Satna. Subsequent to it, we celebrated the jubilee mass and 

commemorated all hands that toiled in the making of LFS to what it is today. Bishop also 

gave a relevant message reminding us of the importance of jubilee year. As part of the 

celebration we had a solemn lunch.  
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